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tained after burning off the second growth, mainly scrub, are
never so heavy as those from virgin soil. Sooner or later Brazilian
coffee-growers will be forced either to use fertilizers or to introduce
other crops by way of rotation. The second of these is more
likely, and has, In fact, already been started in Sao Paulo, and this
leads to a discussion of other crops than coffee in the region in
question.

Sugar-cane has been cultivated for a long time In the lower
Parahyba Valley in Rio de Janeiro, but the crop has recently
made steady advances not only in the middle and upper parts of
that valley, but also in the plateau districts of Sao Paulo and
Minas Geraes, where it is found to thrive in succession to coffee.
Most of the sugar produced in Brazil is grown after a primitive
fashion with a minimum of cultivation, but the careful preparation
and weeding of the ground necessary for coffee provides conditions
for the succeeding sugar crop that give it a special advantage.
The three states Sao Paulo, Minas Geraes, and Rio de Janeiro
now produce about 45 per cent, of the whole Brazilian output
of sugar. The leading state is Pernambuco, with a production
in 1942 of nearly 300,000 tons out of a total of 1-2 million tons,
followed by the above three states in order.

The need for supplying food materials for the relatively dense
population of the coffee-growing districts of Sao Paulo has led to
the extensive cultivation of three crops, namely maize, rice and
beans, \vhich form the staples of the workpeople. Each estate
or fazenda constitutes a small self-sufficing unit, on which the
labourers are commonly granted parcels of land to grow crops
for their own use. In addition to what is grown in this way,
however, large quantities of the three products mentioned are
raised as field crops by the fazendeiros themselves.

With regard to maize, Brazil is apparently the third among the
producing countries of the world, being exceeded only by the
United States and Argentina,; its crop of about 6 million tons
approached the latter's average in the years 1940-46. The greater
part of this Brazilian maize is grown in a relatively narrow popu-
lous belt along the east coast from the 20th parallel southwards,
mainly in Rio Grande do Sul, and the central group of states,
among which Sao Paulo leads. Since, however, almost the whole
of the crop is consumed within the country, if not in the districts
in which it is grown, the quantities exported are negligible.

A black variety of bean Is a most important article of food on
the coffee plantations and among the populations of the coastal
districts. This crop is grown extensively in Sao Paulo and is
even planted between the rows of coffee plants. During the
period of tfie first Great War an enormous expansion took place